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1. DATE 2, LOCATION 142, CONCLUSIONS 


Was Balloon 
Probably Balloon 
Possibly Balloon 


_f a — : . ’ 
Le February, 1960 wome - Unalaklcety Alaska 
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 


+H 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 
OhOC-1700 { >} 


Ground. Vi suol O Ground-Roador 


Da Air Vi suol D0 Air-Intercept Radar 
- SOURCE 


Was Aircraft 
Probably Aircraft 
Possibly Aircraft 
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Was Astronomical “e2tcor 
Probably Astronomical 
Possibly Astronomical 


Other a, ee 
Insufficient Data for Evaluation 
Unknown 


) Civilian 
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 
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10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING | 11, COMMENTS = can ; 
dne desuriotion ot this object fits 


Long blue flame with intermittant trail of | thst of a meteor, and in view of it's 
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WHICH SWEPT) OVER THE SEXING’ SEA SNL PARTS GF AMPASKA AT "JET SPEEL" 
Wonk SEING SH, St [GAT EM, TOLAY. ‘ . } 
: PETE: WALS PF STATION MANAGER FOR AN ALERLIN Ay Mé ty SALU KE SPOT 
THE OBJECT Th BROAD DAYLIGHT SUNDAY AFTERKNGON. 
WALSH SAID. THE OBJECT WAS SIGHTEL ASGUT THERES TLES- OF bP ‘NOME OVE 
WARDS THE ZAET AND- APPARENTLY FROM THS 
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“THE ALASKAGAIR. COMMANS KERE SAID IT WAS HANDLING THE HEPORT AS 
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AEROSPACE TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER 
UNITED STATES AIR rURCE 
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sussECT: Extract from ATIC Duty Officers Report 
16 February 1950 


to: AFCIN-S E 


Following is an extract from ATIC Duty Officer, Captain C. Hl. Wessel 
report dated 15 Feb to 16 Feb 60 for your information: 


1730 - Anchorage, ene uaty 15 - A mysterious object hurtled through 


Western Alaska late yasterday from the direction of Russian 
Siberia, the Anchorage Times reported today. A WIEN-Alaska 


Airlines employee at Noanmne, ¢ said the flame bulching 
cbject appeared to be a manned aircraft traveling at tremendous 
speed at 2000 to 3000 feet above the earth. | told the 


times that the object was headed SE in the direction of this 
Alaskian metropolis and was sighted later at Unalakleet and 
St. Michael about 150 miles across Norton Sound from Noame. 
He described the object as silvery and tubular, some-what 
like a jet plane with oranze flames shooting from the tail. 
He was unable to tell if it had wings. Others who saw the 
mysterious aerial intruder said it curved up and away as it 
approached Cape Noame, as if it was manned and controlled. ‘The 
FAA station manager at Noame speculated that the object might 
have been a friendly jet "on some assignment we didn’t know 
apts " It was not sighted in the Anchorage area. Military 
ources here declined coment about the sightings. 


2020 - Received a call from a Major O’Brien, Hq USAF calling ATIC's 
attention to Associated Press release #200 renorting onsa 
mysterious object crossing Alaska from direction of Soviet 


Siberia. Object was cylinder shaped, EXaVeLsie at high rate 
of speed (2,000 feet alt) and was sighted at two points. Major 
O'Srien stated that he had called Alaska and that a special 
team was working on the sighting. Major O’3rien suggested ATIC 
might want to alert ATILO personnel in Alaska. 


and related above, Asked availability to AP 
yinformed SDO ATIC only has UPI wire, but that 


,would be able to obtain full copy of AP release from 
wspaper sources, Hr. stated he would centac 
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2100 - On calling Major Davis learned ATIC has no ATILO assigned Alaska. 
2120 - Received full text of AP stay from Mr. oan 
2140 - Related above to Colonel Lundquist. 
9155 - Related above to Colonel Evans after trying unsucessfully to 
reach Colonel Tisdale, Major French and Colonel Shoop." 
\ 
So ‘ - 5 
Kc aa ce AEP oe 
‘ JOUN C McNETLL cc: GA 
\  Spetain, USAF OF 
FCIN-4X2 


2 


oa = a ’ ‘ ‘ 
Widder em 4 ber al wt yh ie hel I Jha wtli am ihe . SS ee 5 te + a 
" - F faa Ya a 


Peer Terre, | Ls 7 a ae eT ee al 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
STAFF MESSAGE PiVISION 


La 4 ( 
UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE 


of NCOMING 


AF IN $ 15511 (16 Feb 6 D/rvp 

ACTION: cin ~~. 

INFO : OOP; SARS: ra 

Se" a ae | 

DE RUKDAG 8 
P 369314 :) 
Eo ube Mag CFENDORF AFB ALASKA 
TO RJWFALB/COMDR NORAD ENT AFB COLO 7 | 
RJEZHQ/COFS USAF WASH DC : | 
P 16910802 | 
Fil COMDR. 11 AD ame Xs ‘ te ‘2 BA a: a | 
TO COMDR AAC | | 
BY + T, % a> 


UNCLAS EFTO FROM DOL.1&@66+B, ACTION ACS/INTELLIGENCE. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITYXAFR 200-2, 14 SEPTEMBER 1959 FOLLOWING “UFO” 
INFORMATION IS SUBMITTED: A.C!) MISSIEL (2) INK (3) UNK (4) ONE 
(5) NYA C6) UNK C7) NOME SIGHTING: LONG BLUE FLAME. UNALAKLEET 
SIGHTING: TRAIL OF SPARKS INTERMITTENTLY. (8) NONE (9) NONE. B. 
(1) UNKUMFRL UNK (3) KNK €4) NOME SIGHTING: FROM NW TO SE. 
UNALAKLEET SIGHTING: FROM W TO EGM (5) NOME: DISAPPEARED TO SE. 
UNALAKLEET: APPEARED TO EXPLODE AND DISAPPEARED. (6) ONE TO TWO 
MINUTES. C. (1) GOOUND-VISUAL (2) NOME (5) N/A. Du Ci? NOMES 
15/63092 FEB 62. UNALAKLEET: 15/0355Z FEB 68. (2) DUSK. Eo 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE | 
STAPF MESSAGE DIVISION 


UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE 


A. IN + 15511 (16 Feb 60); NC OWING 


PAGE TWO RJKDAG 8 

NOME AND UNALAKLEET. F. (1) NOME; MR. Qe REL TABLE. 
UNALAKLEET; MR, SRM, CAS DRIVER RECEIVED REPORT FROM 
MISS MMMM], si YEARS OLD, RELIABLE. G. ¢1) UNK (2) 24a 


DEGREES/ 13K, 12@ DEGREES/19K, 150 DEGREES/25K, 160 DEGREES/25K, 


——————_——_—— = = 


1702 DEGREES /25K, 170 DEGREES/S@K, 170 DEGREES/15K. (5) NONE te 
C4) SEVEN MILE (5 SCATTERED (6) NONE (79 MINUS TWO DEGREES. Ho. 

ONE. I. N/A. J. NONE. Ke. PROBABLY A METEOR. THE NOME AND 

UNALAKLEET INFO HAS BEEN COMBINED IN THIS REPORT DUE TO THE 

LIMITED INFO AVAILABLE FROM NOME. THE MONE OVSERVER WAS QUESTIONED 

BY FAA AT NOME AND THIS INFORMATION WAS GIVEN TO FAA AT UNALAKLEET 


¥ 


WHO IN TURN PASSED IT TO THE COMMANDER OF THE 718TH ACW SQUADRON. 


ro bk 


ANY ADDITIONAL INFO WILL BE FOWARDED WHEN AVAILABLE. L. NONE 


BT 
#6/0315Z FEB RJKDAG 
NOTE : Advance copy delivered to CIN 
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ACTION: CIN \ 
INFO : OOP, SAFS 


GDE RJKDAG 1] 

P 1605092 ZEX 

FM COMDR AAC ELMENDORF AFB ALASKA 

TO RJEZHS/COFS USAF WASH DC 

PAWFAILB/C. OMDR NORAD ENT AFB COLO 

O 168215Z 

FM 11 ADIV DEF 

TO RJIKDAG/COMDR AAC 

INFO RJKDAG/COMDR ALC OM 

BT 

UNCL<AS EF T O FROM DOI18667-B. ACTION ACS/INTELLIGENCE 
INFO ALCOM J-2. REFERENCE UNCLAS EFTO MESSAGE, THIS HEADQUARTERS, 
DOI 1896638, DATED 15 FEB 68. FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFO RECEIVED FROM 
CAPT STEEL, ADJUTANT, 1ST BATALLION, ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD, NOME. 


CAPT STEEL QUESTIONED VR. gf yicity station manaGer aT nome 
AND UR. QM STATED HE OBSERVED THE OBJECT AT 15/0440Z, HE FIRST 
SAW THE OBJECT TWO MILES SE OF NOME AND IT WAS MOVING EASTERLY ALONG 
COAST. SPEED IN EXCESS OF ANY JET. BODY BRIGHT, SHINNY AND TUBULAR 
IN SHAPE, APPEARED TO HAVE JET FLAME OUT IN BACK, DESCENDING 
GRADUALLY. 

Br 


Renee. ay SR eh yee ee 
18066B is AFP IN 15511 (16 Web 60) 
Advance copy delivered to CIN 


NOTE 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 


| STAR} ‘ DIVISION | 
‘ tipi ds Sr CA “5 | 
rN fT ff hi FY | 
INUUMEN & | 
wy JIN ¢ L655 12 (16 Feb 50 ) D/rvi 
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ACTION: 


oo AT 
TAR () : OU f SAPS; 
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DE RJIKDAG 12 
QO 1645102 ZEA 
FM COMDR AAC ELMENDORF AFB ALASKA 
TO RECO? COFS USAF WASH DC 
RJIWFALB/COMDR NORAD ENT AFB COLO 
0 16842152 
ui A ADIV DEF 
TO IKDAG/COMDR AAC 
NFO. a, oe epee ALCOM 


Z/UNCLAS EFTO// FROM DOI 18968~B,. ACTION ACS/ INTELLIGENCE, 
INFO ALCOM J-2. REFERENCE: EF TO MESSAGE THIS HEADQUARTERS DOI 18966B 


TONAL INFO IS SUBMITTED IAW 


—| 


DATED 16/0938 FEB 68, FOLLOWING ADD 
AFR 200-2, 14 SEPT 1959. A €1) BLUNT ROUNDED SHAPE (2) UNDERTERMINED, 
SMALL BUSH PLANE (3) BRIGHT (4) ONE (5) N/A (6) NONE (7) EMITTE! 
SPARKS INTERMITTENTLY, BLUE FLAME (8) NONE (9) NONE. BCL) BRIGHT- 
NESS AND NOTION (2) 29 DEGREES ELEVATION, AZIMUTH 254 DEGREES FROM 
ENALAKLEET <3) 2@ DEGREES ELEVATION, AZIMUTH 215 DEGREES FROM 
UNALAKLEET (4) STRAIGHT, NO MANEUVERS (5) INSTANTANEOUSLY, SPARKS, 
LASH, TRAIL PERSISTED. (6) SEVEN TO EIGHT SECONDS, CC1)MGROUND- 
VISUAL (2) NONE (3) N/A. DC1) 15/9355Z (2) DAY. E. QaaaRaap, 
ALASKA. Foi) “RS. QU, 57 YEARS, UNALAKLEET, HOUSEWIFE 
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DEPARTMENT or THE A'R FORCE 
ST, i MES54 Vis! LON 
"tO MESSAGE 


AP IN : 15512 (16 Fed 60) | NCOMING 


PAGE TWO RJKDAG 12 
RELTABLITY UNKNOWN. G(1) CLEAR AND LIGHT (2) @8% DEGREES/I@K 


120 DEGREES/15K, 144 DEGREES/2@K, 159 DEGREES/25K, 15@ DEGREES/I15XK, 


rh 


170 DEGREES/1@K. NO 50,020 FEET OR 8@,0@0 FEET INFO. (3) 4,900 
FEET BROKEN, 6090 FEET BROKEN. (4) SEVEN MILE (5) THREE SLANT ONE 
ZERO COVERAGE (6) NONE (7) MINUS TWO DEGREES, H. NONE. I. NONE. 

5 Nove. x. 4 oR, ‘ie 


FOR FAA GAVE THE FOLLOWING INFO: wR. QM vas Maxine vEATHER 


26 YEARS OLD, OPERATIONS SPECIALIST 


CBSERVATIONS BETWEEN 15/28559Z AND 15/2355Z AND HE OBSERVED A TRAIL | 


APPROXIMATELY FOUR MILES LONG CONSISTING OF TWO OR THREE PUFFS 
CONNECTED BY A THIN LINE, MR. @MMMMMMmustne THE 6909 BROKEN LAYER 
OF CLOUDS AS REFERENCE ESTIMATED THE OBJECTS ALTITUDE AS 25220 
FEET TO 32820 FEET, AZIMUTH 212 DEGREES FROM UNALAKLEET. L. NONE. 


NOTE : i18066B is AF IN 15511 (16 Ped 60) 
Advance copy delivered to at 
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i AFSSO HQ USA) 
AFSSO ATIC 
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7580 ARDC 
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ASSSQO ALCOM/AAC 
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SEABLE OUTSIDE SS'i 
FOUR PARTS, PART I. 
rrovw MRS RRM ousewirk) aT unaLax 
A BLUNT ROUNDZD OBJECT, APPROXIMATELY THE SIZE 
BRIGHT IN APPEARANCE, OMMITTING SPARKS INTERMITTAR 
WITH A BLUE FLAVE FROM 15703550CZ TO 15/03552 
ELEVATION FROM UNALAKLEET 20 DEGREES AZIMUTH OF 259 DEG 
DEGREES ELEVATION, 215 DEGREE 


a — 


PISAPPZARANCL AT 20 


STIMATED OBSERVANCES 7 5S NOSe PART -TWOe SEC 


MRe PLESFER, FAA WEATHER OBSERVER AT UNALAKLEET SAW OBJECT 


WETWEEN 15/0350Z AND 15/0355Z FEB SO. SAW CON“TRAIL APPROX 5 

MILES LONG, CONSISTING OF 2 OR 3 PUFFS CONNECTED BY A FINE LINE. 
QM used A 5,000 FEET BROKEN LAY CLOUDS AS REFERENCE 

TIMATING OBJECTS ALTITUDE AS 23,0060 TO 30,000 FEET.» AZIMUTH 

DEGREES FROM UNALAKLEET.e PART THREE: 

GMM LS WEIN AIRLINE STATION MANAGE 

AT APPROAIMATELY 15704006 

.OUGHEAST ALONG 

ET AIRCRAFT. THE 


\Ky DESCENDING GREATLY.» 0-45 1974 
NO US AIRCRAFT KNOW IN AREA 


NO CORRELATION AVALABLE THIS CENTER. 
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TO &FSSC KQ USAF Re rete 
NCLAS EFTO CITE INT-2E OCOS1. ry ANNE 
FROM RACIC FOR AFCIN-ZAi. RELEASEABLE OUTSIDE SSO CHENNELS. 


SUBJECT: UFOs THIS NESSAGE IN FOUR PARTS, PART TI. FOLLOWING REPORT 
eeerivin recy»; —éCiaaziimam © 

DE YFWKA 24 

EF TO : ; 


0 ic L65 eZ 


DEPARTMENT OF THE AIP FORCE 
( STAr® 


UNS - y. zi a 2 | : A = 5 54GC" 
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AY IN": 16695 (17 Feb 60) H/aly 
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P 1702452 ZEX 

FM CCOMDR 11 AIR DIV EILSON AFB ALASKA 

TO RIKDAGV/H® AAC | 
INFO RJEZHO/HO USAF : 
RJKDAG/HO ALCO 

BI 

UNCLAS FROM DOI CL8072e- 2 ACTION AAC KACS/ D, INFO 

USAF € ACS’ ID, AND ALCON (J-2). REFERENCE TELEPHONE CONVERSAT LON 

BETWEEN CAPTTAIN RICHARD AMRSTRONG, USAF. INTELLIGENCE AND MAROP 

KARELL, 11TH AIR DIVISION ates ie pi UFO OVER WESTERN 


ALASKA AT APPROXIMATELY 15/0355Z, THE FOLLOWING CONCLUSIONS aRE 


(J 


. 


DRAWN: THE OBJECT WAS AN EXTREMELY HIGH SPEED, WHITE HOT METEOR 
AT VERY HIGH ALTITUDE. THIS CONCLUSION IS BASED ON THE FACT THaT 
THE OBJECT WAS OBSERVED AT THE FCLLOWING FOUR LOCATIONS, NOME, 


_ST. MICHARL, UNALAKLEET, AND HOLIKACHUK WHICH INDICATES THAT 


OBJECT YAS TRAVELING IN A RELATIVE STRAIGNT LINE FOR A DIS’ 
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| 
ie ‘ HEADQUARTERS 273 < | 
'  ALASKAN AIR COMMAND ( a | 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ig & ce 
APO O42, Seattle, Washington : : 7 {iy sf ) : 
tee: decaees Wi Avera : 
REPLY TO da (geht ‘4 Hat’ 
arrn or: INF / | | | 
suevecr; Unidentified Flying Objects SF MAR Set | 
ro, BeCcretary of the Air Force (SAFOI-3) 
Wash 25 DC 
1. On Sunday 14 February 1960 an unidentified flying : 
ohject was sighted in the sky between Nome and Unala- 
kicet, Alaska by a number of civilians and reported 
to this Headquarters through 11th Air Division (D), | 
Ladd Air Force Base. [mmediate investigation was | 


begun and reports forwarded in accordance with AFR 200-2. a 


2. The Office of Information, Headquarters, Alaskan 
Air Command, was queried as to whether or not these 
sightings had been reported and the information was 
riven that they had. News media within the ZI contacted 
NORAD Headquarters and also received confirmation that 
the reports had been received. The resulting press 
story was so written it left an inference that an object 
had been sighted by the Air Force presumably by radar. 


3. The investigation of the sighting conducted by personnel 
at Ladd Air Force Base identified this object as a meteor 
and local press speculation as to the sources and identity 
of the object was so intense we locally released the fact 
that it was a meteor. Subsequently, letters have been 
received from the civilian populace concerning this object 
and in accordance with paragraph 8, AFR 200-2 these letters 
are being forwarded. (Attachment 1 & 2.) 


4. With reference to the letter from Mr. Qi (Attachment 
3), the Chief of Staff this Headquarters, initiated corres- 
pondence to Mr. m thanking hin for reporting the object 
and getting it into Air Force channels. (Attachment 3) 


5, In addition to his letter to Colonel Isbell, mr. Qi 
provided the local press with a statement concerning his 
disagreement with the published identification of this 

object (Attachment 4). All subsequent letters regarding this 
particular sighting will be forwarded in accordance with AFR 
200-2. ! 


a 
ir 


od 

82 On 6 March 1960 an additional unidentified object was 
reported in the same general area between Nome and Unalakleet, 
Alaska. This report originated with an airline pilot and 

was described as being a bright flash seeming to result from 
an explosion behind the aircraft flying at about 4500 feet 
altitude, 86 miles south of Nome. Both the pilot and co-pilot 
reported that the flash was so bright that they were both 
blinded for approximately 2 seconds. However, they heard 

no sound. The only passenger aboard the aircraft was asleep 
and heard or saw nothing. Two individuals on the ground re- 
ported seeing a flash, a 14 year old girl in Nome, and the 
town marshal of Nome.. Tvetai [Investigation was besgua by 
Ladd Air Force Basey the-nearest Air Force establishment to 
this area and reports are being forwarded in accordance with 
A¥R- 200-27 ° 


6. The initial press inquiry on this latest sighting was 
received 8 March 1960. The man quoted as reporting this 

- incident to the press was Mr.,.! referenced above 
who has not been mentioned in any of the reports concerning 
this object. We did confirm the fact to the press that this 
unidentified object was reported to us and that we have for- 
warded this report to Headquarters, United States Air Force. 


FOR THE COMMANDERS 
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ROY L, HAYNES“ 4 Atch. 
Major, USAF a/s 


Chief of Information 
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Walsh Hits AF 
Mystery Object 


Fete Walsh, Nome station r 
manager for Wien Alaska Air-;4 
lines, said today he takes ex- r 
ception to.a recent Air Force;r 
report that a.mystery object r 
spotted. at Nome last month!rz 
was a meteor, le 

‘Since when does a meteor e 
fravel on a horizontal plane,!p 
change course and then dis-'t 
appear?’’ Walsh said. t 

Hle said he-nas written the: 

Air Force challenging its find- <¢ 
ing in the matter. if 

“Tt don't believe them (th ejk 
Air Force),’’ Walsh said, add-'i 
ing that many persons in'¢ 
Nome saw the object. t 

Tie said the Air Force has 4 
alerted its warning stations in), 

ihe. Nome area to be on the y 
lookout for more flying ob- { 


jects. iI 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 


MEMORANDUM 


= DP «=. sf ii." 1 * a | 4 ae 
~lease furnish us with 


hehe He : 
Ormation to answer the 
= i = i 7 

by Ll Maren. 
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Ma jor Friend: 
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U OD STATES AIP FOE ) 
, Yi ry al j TER ia et tie 
| 
7 sway — | 
TTS UF Ciel h2 
i Unidentified Aerial rhenomena, Alaska, ly #evruary 1906 : 
rl ' q 
.\ 7 J i 
\ 5 
= = 4 =f - 
CoA UL we) (Maj Le “i BN Tacker) (8 ‘, wt | 
5 Oe | | 
Le 4s L, February 190 An object described as blunt and rounded, bright | 
in appearance, pal foe sparks intermittently, and accompanied by a blue 
Plane was seen from Nome ani Unaleakleet at approximately OL004. AIC con- | 
] 4 ih. - 
cluded that this object was probably a very bright meteor. | 
= “ . sia Trr | _ & eer ee 
2. Or all of the information providei to ArlU concerning an url sighting : 
the most reliable is usually the general description (not to inclués size), | 
direction from the observer, approximate angle of slevation, duration of the | 
Sighting (for very short periods), and the tiwe of the sighting. Using only 
these factors, it was possible by trigonometric methods to determine that 
the object was approximately 100 miles hich. 
3- Tne description of this object, the duration of the Signting, and cal- 
culation of the 100 mile altitude led to the conclusion that this obje: 
was probably a meteor. 
he msudsed quent to the ATIC eonclusion on this case Dr. Christian Elvey, 
Director of Geophysics Institute, Alaska University, concluded that th 
Object of this rina was a very bright meteor. 
= 5. Other possibilities for the cause of this sighting; 1.e¢., missiles, 
Satellites, etc. were considered and ruled out due to inconsistencies; 
4.66, too high for jet aircrart. 
6. ATIC has no information which indicates that more than cne object 
was seen on this date. All of the times reported were consistent to 
within five minutes, a normal expected error. 
BOR THE COpMANDER: 
2 Peal aD Ge 
ve wt AND ie ff 
Pathe +. EVANS 1 Atch: 
} A ep Uo Ltr dtd 1 Mar 60 fr 


Deputy for Sciences and Components senator &. L. Bartlett 
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MEBCRANDUM FOR CHIZY, TEAM A, SAVLGE 
HUBJSCP: Alaska UFO Sightings 


1. Phe Lolicwing informitioa chould >@ used in onswert 


_— tera Jartlats and Cruening when chey pevly to Ur. Sai 


President of the soos, Alaska Chamber of UcimeErce. 


2. here vere tvo sightings in tie lom-Unala‘leet area, the 
Hirst on ts Feorusry L960 and the secend on 6 Yarch 1960. 


lat Sighting on 14 Februar, 


nm. On 14 February 1950, on object described os blunt ond rounded ‘ 
Pright in eppeerance, emitting svuarka intermittently, ond acccawpented 
by @ Dlue flame vee seen from Nome and Unalakleet at ooproximately 
OL002, Agrososce Technical intelligence Center coneluded that this 
objecs was probaoly a yery bright meteor. 


b. OF all the information provided to ATIC cancernaing an Ur 
sighting the moa% reliable is usually the general Aesertneicn ‘Gest bi 
include ize) » Glrection Trow tre observer, abproximate angle of cleva- 
ticn, duration of the sighting (for very short pericds), and the tim 
of the sighting. Using only these factors, it was posasiole by trizono- 
mebtrie metaatis to cetetmine that the object was apuroxivately 100 miles 


high. 


c. The deseription of this coject, the duration of the sighting, end 


caLeulgtion of the LOO mile altitude led to tne concluaion that this 
cb Jeet was probadly a meteor. 


1. Subsequent to the ATIC conclusion on this case, Ur. Christian 
Blvey, Oireector of Geophysics Inatitute, Alaska University, concluded 
thes the object of this sighting vas a very dDright meteor. 


2, Other possibilities far the cavae of this algnating: i.e., 
miss llea, soteiiltes, etc. were considered and xvuled ont due to ineronsise 
toncles; 1.?., too high for jet osircraft. 


£. AIC bea no Inxvorsmetion which indicates that core then one od-: 
Saete ve 


ject was geen on thig date. All of tie tines reported were consistent 
co within Five minutes, a normal expected error, 
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sarmyr ta fit)’ Manrvwavcinrn! 7% 
SALPOL~3d/ Maj) Packer; conto / (2291 


On & Marea 19650 an add iélonsl unidentified ch ject was reported 

in the same oaners] orea between Nome and Vesalakiaees, Alaska. This 
tegurt orlgimeted with on sirline pilot ond waa deseribed o4 Seing a 
vrigns Ylasa seeming to teeuit from an explosion Senind She Gircrart 
Lying ob about 4500 feet altitude, 36 niles south of Nome. Soty the 
{Lot and COepilot reoarted taat the floek vae oo Lriznt that tasy 
re Sota Dlinded Yer spyroniaately 2 secomnda. “orsver, they heand 

> Sour. Lhe only oaasenger abiaaxrd the siracrecv was agleep ond heard 
oe Sev nOhalag. vo individuals on the graurd Seported seeing a flash, 
2 2% yeer o14 girl in licwe, an& the town sarshal of Dome. Investigation 
» aceomplisred by Ladd Air Yorce Jase. 


+ f hy 
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is 


S506 Cewek Con Lr wits and the recert from Ladd Airy force 
Sone, there ig o difterence of opinion among vituesses sa to whether 
eu ¢xpleslon or loud noise neccepanied the UTD. ATIC hes contluded 
that this waa o very bright type meteor known os o “Tire boiL” or 
“bolide.” The oniy difference between a “fire ball” type seteor 12 
thet o Loud eaploaian cr report in also sascetatet with a “bolide.” 


%. Susseat Colonel J. 8. Iubell, Chief of Staff, Alaskan Air 
Command 2eceive copies of the letters to benaters “artlett orm COmrening. 


ca: Maj Friend 
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| . DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
es ( STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION 
, UNCLASS'FIED IAESSAGE 


AS 
nf C Om RA iN G 
Ti UJ Lyi ie hh | 
AF IN : 16095 (17 Feb 50) 


GF APPROXIMATELY 180 NAUTICAL MILES. SINCE OBSERVATIONS 


MOSTLY 2 10 GOP SECONDS, INDICATES TREMENDOUS SPP AND 


ANCE ALSO INDICATES THAT OBJECT WAS FAR FROM THE CBSERV 


KACEPI TON OF 1960 AL.PHA A HAVE BEEN RUWED OUT DUE TO 


PATTERN. INSUFFICIENT INFORMATION [S KNOWN LOCALLY REGARDI! 
ALPHA*S ORBIT. IT IS BELIVED THAT THIS OBJECT WAS TRAVI 


MUCH HIGHER SPEED THAN ANY KNOWN SATELITE. DUE 10 EATREP 


SFLE D SUSPECTED OF THIS OSJECI, MISSILES AND ROCKETS 
RULED OUT. CONCULUSIONS DRAWN BY Li TH AiR VIVisiCn 


HAVE BEEN COORDINATED WITH AND CONCURRED RY 
DIRECT OR, GEOPHYSICAL INSTITUTE, UNIVERSITY CF ALASKA 


MENBBER OF USAF SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD. 
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Upper 6O the ATIC acncieaiog on thig case, Dr. paca 
Slyey. Cimactes of Ceovhayeica Institute, Aisasca University, sonclvaed 


“3G the oo leet in cumetio cma a verry orizht meteor. OCbher cng thtks 
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APO 942, Seattle, Washington 
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Mr. Crville 8S. SpLitt “a ty 
Director, Office of News vices spi | - Sampo tay 
Office of the Assistant Be talneh of Defense (PA) 
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Denartment of Defense \ 
TF OF 


Washington, Dd. 
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These civilian reports 3 a compe object headed in @ south- 

easterly direction were reported to NORAD exactly as received A 
by Alaskan Command units. in the process it seems the story 

was splintered into two separate missiles flying in north- 


vy directions. One conclusion 


wesverly and northneaster 


the 2 CRS ct may have peer a high-speed meteor. I understand 

that Dr. Christen—Ty—slvey » Director of Geophysics Institute, 
Miadks University, concurs in this belief. There is certainly 
no COU, that ag people saw something but it was not registered 
on any tracking facilities in this area and no other intormation 


other Shen i ahisd noe has been obteined. 
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An unidentified ‘object, be- 
lieved to beva' tanned: air- 
‘craft, was reported “flying | 
lover Alaska near Nome late- 
yesterday afternoon. 
| ‘The abject was hetweeo 
2.000 and 3,000 feet high and 
moved in a straight line af 
a high rate of speed. It | 
was neaded™ southeast, which 

mula be toward Anchorage. 


: 


Cpt? tre vor i ew 
Pete Walsh, of -Nume: tol¢ 
the Anchorage Times’ that ha 


saw the object and that it 
was also seen over Una- 


lakleet, St. Michael and twe 
radar stations, probably Tis 


City and Northeast Cape. 


WALSH SAID he believed 


‘i. to be a manned aircraft. 


He said visibility was clear 
and the object glistened in the 
sunlight. The forward part 
was tubular and looked sil- 
very, like 
flame out the tail was orange. 


Walsh said he reported the 
ahiect to headquarters of the 
\laskan Command, to the 
i‘oderal Aviation Agency and 
to Sen. &. L. Bartlett at Wash- 
Inc<ton, D.C, 


The direction of tlight would 
iend W-awdieate-inat the ob- 
Jeet originated from the other 
sife of the Bering: Strait ir 
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a jet plane. The. 


If the-object’ were: of Rus: 
sian origin, it would be the. 
first time:'of an actual in.” 
stance of Soviet intrusion In. 
the skies of Alaska. The mili-| 
tary several times in recent | 
years has denied that the Rus: | 
sians have been discoveres ' 
flying oyer Alaska, | 


Dick Gallagher of Northern 
Aviation Co, at Nome said to- 
day in a telephone conversa: 
tion that many Nome res? 
dents had seen the tlving ohb- 
ject. He timself had not, 

“lve heard a lot about it 
and talked to a lot of peanle,”’ 
he said, 


tie said persons whose ob- 


— 


servations he would trust toid » 


him they saw the object hur- 


Ub n@ through the sky, low, 
about 3 p.m. yesterday, [t was 


headed southeast for Cape 
Nome. 

Gallaher said he was told 
the ie ae upon: approaching 
ihe cane, curved up and away 


15 if it ad same form of con. 
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ANCHORAGE, Alaska i 
“iA silvery object flashed| / 
Ithraugh Western Alaska skies} | 
*}late Sunday belching flames| 
“land leaving a dozen  Uun- 
tlanswered questions in its 
>; wake. | 
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: Was it a jet plane? If so,| 
‘whose? Was it an unidenti-|| 
fied flying object? | 
i: The Alaska Air Command | 
ee to come up with some}|t 
‘of the answers today, | 
| The flame-beiching object} 


Was reported by several per- 
ons from Nome to St. Miche] | 
el about 150 miles away.| 
They said if appeared from 
the direction of Russian 51-| 
iberia and hurtled southeast:| 
e tly. U 
‘The reports were conflict-|h 
jg, Major Roy E. Haines,|¥ 
publie information officer atid 

Elmendorf Air Force Base’ ff 

here, sal id yesterday. 

“Some had it low and slow. ¥ 

ome had it high and fast,” 3 
said, 

Pote Walsh, Wien Alaskale 
lines employe at Nome,/p 
said the object was traveling | 

at tremendous speed about 

2,000 to 3,000 feet above the 

earth. He described it as| 

silvery and tubular, some-/4 

what like a jet plane, with | y 

range flames shooting from! r 
» tail. | 

Mrs. Stanley Molitor of! ¢! 

‘ome said “it had the appear:| yy 
ce Of ‘! large star and was! | 
sya y, very brilliant white.”| ¢: 

‘eithe c she nor Walsh could) iw 

whether it had Wings. | el 

: Observ ers said the myster-| aj 

ious object curved up andi¢} 
away as if approached Cay pe! 

‘Nome, as if it was manned 7 
and controlled... ry 
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Anchorage Daily News, Monday, February 15, 1950) 
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NOME (Up) — An un: 
dentified object with a 
trail of yellow flames was 
reported streaking across 
the sky near the coast here 
iniday. 

‘The Air Force could not 
explain the object but said 
it was picked up on radar 
at Nome, St. Michael, Un- 
alakleet and St. Lawrence 
island. 

Virst reports said the ob- 
ject, tubular. in shape, 


‘streaked across the sky - 


(rom the Siberian’ coast 
line. If was spetted by Pete 
Walsh, an airlines station 
nianager near here. 

Walsh said it was not de- 
termined if the object had 
wings. 

it headed eastward into 
laska,. Walsh: told UPI. 
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COLORADO SPRINGS, 
Colo. (UP) — Officials at the 
North American Air Defense 
command (NORAD) in Colo- 

-ado Springs, said today they 
had received “unofficial and 


——— i SS Ee ee 


unconfirmed” reports from 


| -ivilians that two unidenti- 
fied flying objects were Spot 
ted over Alaska.. 

| NORAD has begun an irvventiga= 
‘tion of the reports, the spokes 
i) Nae alc. 

Tha reports ware mace to the 
combet coerstions center of 
NORAD at Coloradea Sorings 
from the Alaskan Air command 
bur the Alaskan command re- 
ceived Fhe infermation from 
civilians, 
ts was emphasized by the 
spokesman at NORAD that neita- 
ec opblect was registered on “any 

ril.tary devices such as radar,’”’ 
‘\Ve're trying to find out more 
avout tt,” the spokesman said, 
if said one report was of a 
‘ving object in the vicinity of 
Nome, moving: slowly northeast- 
wacd. NORAD said it received no 
deseription of: the objecto™. ~ 
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The second report, also trom 
a civilian, was of an object, 
moving at-a fast cate- toward - 
the northwest, over Unala- 
kieet, The civilian told officials 
the object left vapor trails, in- 
dicating if was at » high alti. 
tuda, und that it disappeared 
in a flash and explosion. 
“We'll make an investigation,” 
the NORAD spokesman Said. 
i In Nome, Art Zylstra of radio 


station KICY said this morning | 
that the people of that town were | 


‘not “the least bit upset” about 
the myserious flying object, even 


though many of them.-witnessed 
its flight ——————— 


The object was first spotted. 


Sunday evening near here, [t. was 
approximately 
high and was moving in a straight 
line at a high rate of speed. It 
appeared to be headed southeast 
toward the Anchorage area, 
Pete Walsh of Noma told 
UPI thal the object was tubu- 
lar in shape, did not appear 
| fo have wings and an orange 
‘lama was snoeoting out of tha 
Tail, 
| Meanwhile, officials at Alaskan 
Command remained mute on the 
matter. They did say, however, 
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2,009-3,000 feet 
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that th UFO had been reported 
and -was being. Handled through 
“normal channels” as an unidens |} 
tified flying object. 

The Spok kesman said that re- 
ports on the object from civilian. 
sources at Nome, Unalakieet and 
other areas were conflicting. 

“Same renorts said the ob» 
ject was high and fast... 
others said it was low and 
slow,” the Air Force in Alaska 
said. ‘“Sasides, there were 
clouds in the sky at the time 
and it would be difficult to say 
anything at all about it.” | 

The Air Force also denied in 
Alaska that the object had been 
tracked by radar. 

“We only have the regular re- 
ports that civilians turned in to) 
us,” the PIO officer told United | 
Press. | 

Walsh said that the direction; 
of flizht tended to indicate that i 
the object came from the otaer | 
side of the Berin Strait or from 
Russia. 

lf *ha object is of Russian 
origina it will ba the first time 
the Soviet Union has ftlawn | 
into tha skies of Alaska, the | 
military said, 
| One member of the Armed | 
Forces commented that if the. 
object did come from the saver 
ian coast line “someone reaily | 
| coofed by not clobbering it. | 
| “Also.” ha said, “if there really | 
| was an object there and it wasn't 
} 08 one Gf outs it sure as heck should! 
it 
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Air Detense 
two Objects Seen 
arly Monday In 


Sistes Over Alaska 
COLORADO SPRINGS. 
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ported in the vicinity. ofNome. 
| It appeared to be moving 

slowly in a northeasterly di-. 
rection. The object disappear-| 
ed without a trace and with-- 
out giving any indication of 
its size. 


THE SECOND object was. 
reportedly sighted at Unala-| 
kleet, moving rapidly norith-. 
west at a speed: sufficient to: 
| produce contrails in the sky. 


The odject aiso produced a) 
‘lash which was. assumed to! 
have been an: explosion. i 

Whether the object explod-! 
ed has not- yet been deter-i 
mined but officials are mate! 
Ing a search of the erea. 


= 


In Anchorage, Alaskan Air} 


‘Command officials reported 


that no additional information 


had been received on the fily-' 


ing object. 

The sighting of the object 
Was reported tnrougr civilian’ 
Suurces. ‘Tne reports ar. its be- 
havior ranged trum “‘high and 
fast’? to “‘low and slow,” an 
AAC spokesman said. | 

Reports have been evaluat.| 
ed and no positive identifica-| 
tion has been made by the! 
military. The information has’ 
Fea forwarded to the U.S. 

* Force: hesdquarters, th 
AAC said. 


+ 


ata to eed 
& 


evan rah chat 


One of the objects’ was re. | 


Civilian observers at Nome. 


told | 
yesterday they had ‘sighted"a 


mystery object shortly before: 


5 p.m. Sunday. 


THEY SAID it was moving: 
in a southeasterly direction. 
when it went over Nome but: 


veered up and awav when it 
reached Cane Nome, several 
miles to the southeast of the 
community. 

Wien Alaska Airlines sta-) 
tion Manager, at. Nome,. Petey 
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said he believed the] 


Walsh, 
the.. Ancharage: . Times, object to - be a manned air- 


| 


craft of so?..2 sort. He de- 
scribed the obiect as tubular 
and silvery with an orange] 
flame at the rear. | 
Pete’s brother, Dan Waish,! 


‘an Alaska Airlines mechanic, | 


said in a telephore conversa-: 


tion with the Anchorage} 


Times, that he, too, had seen: 
the object. He said it appear-! 
ed over Nome at about 4:40) 
p.m. Sunday, When he saw it, 
i was flying approximately} 
5300 to 500 feet in the air, He} 
Cescribed the object as look- 
ing “like a cigar or oxygen 
cylinder’? moving from west 


to east. 


PETE WALSH Sati ‘vhen he! 
enotted the object it was fly- 
ing at about 2,000 feet but was) 
descending. 

A Nome housewife, Mrs. 
Sianley Molitor, said the ob- 
ject “looked like the flare 
from a jet—it had the appear- 
ance of a large star and was 
2 Very, \ brilliant white.” 

She sald it was going very 
fast and’ she “caught Just a 
glunpse of it.” Se said she 
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Saw no wings on the object 
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laska Air Command Probes 
eports of Silver Objectin Sky 


ANCHORAGE, Alaska, Feb.;lines emplove at Nome, said the) J Fairhanks, might hava been 
16. — (AP) — A silvery objectichject was traveling at tremen-! in the vicinity af the time ef 


flashed through western Alaska |dous speed about 2,000 to 3,000) the sightings. 
skies Jate Sunday  belchingifeet above the earth. He de- Haines said 


, CANADA 
| -< - ; Fairbanks 


. att .. Unalokloet 


there were on 


| jot : Sound™ flames and leavi ing a dozen un-jscribed it as silvery and tubu-lrnoen flights planned fer tha 
horns oe Michool gots siephldne ed Gest in s wake, || ae somewhat like a jet plane.jaree at that time. 
276" ' } ic ACG gs kibeweal? Was it a jet plane? tg cag : ace flames shooting; 4 no} esman for the Nor‘ 
x, | Ge Steward whose? Was it an unidentified |'rom te tail. {American Air Defense Comman: 
wy. flving object? ‘RILLIANT WHITE lat Colorade Springs said th 
- The Alaska Air Command] Mrs, Stanley Molitor of Nomelerency had no report on the 
+ Pribilof ts. ce Kodiok hopes to come up with some offeaid “it had the appearance of| ject, 
Racing Sen ; the answers Tuesday. a Jarge star and was a very.) «qr i ere an ‘unknown,” 1 
Me A f ASK A - The flame-belching object {very brilliant’ white." Neither’ ¢o, ‘tainty would have a repor 
Unalaska 5 eis Was reported by several per- [she nor Walsh could tell wheter on set? 
pe ae dh o fet ee sons from Nome io St. Michael fit had wings. ee 
+ tS. oo rhout 150 miles away. They Observers said the mysterious 
ALeUTIA N Pacific Oceon enid if appeared from fhe dis |ahi 4 he 
* | on i ‘Are object curved up and away as! 
_ A rection of Russian Siberia and 4}1 approached Cape Nome, a5} 
ee | é. AE Seb ole ap hurtled southessterly. if if was manned and controled! 
WHERE MYSTERY OQRJECT VAS irl The --Teports were ‘conflicting | W in int 7 er tienti so] 
rs tre ha te silvery oe EES EEEESSINS | Wnines said an investigation 
| a iets jn mormation oitietr af Eimen-) Rader records of tue stations : 
Gort Air Sorce Base here, said: north af Nome were to he | 
Monday. | cheeked. Offfeers olen werr | 
| “Some iad it low and siny | frvire fo delerminn whether 
Some had it hich and fast.”’ ; any plains (rem either Bimen- | 
Pet 1 SUS, Wier Alaska Air! dort or Ladd Air Forree Pase, | 
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Office of information 
headquarters, Alaskan Air Command 
APG 942, Seattle, Washington 


149, AAC, 19 February 1960---Reports made public by the Alaskan 
Aix Command indicate the unidentified flying object siehted in 
the sxies in Northwestern Alaska last Sunday was an extrenely 
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hich speed white hot meteor at very high altitude. It is 


believed this object was traveling at a much higher sveed 


than any known satelite and due to the tremendous speed, missiles 


and rockets have been ruled out. These conciusions were for- 


Pd 


warded to Headquar ters, United States Air Force, hy Alaskan 
Air Command. 
ir. Christian T. Elvey, Director, Geophysical Institute, 

University of Alaska, and a member of the United States Air 
¥orce Scientific Advisory Board, concurred in the findings. 
These conclusions are based on eye witness sightings at Nome, 
St. Michael, Unalaklieet, and Holikachuk and systems of tri- 
angular comoutations. The meteor was sighted over an area 
of approximately 180 nautical miles, traveling ina relatively 
straicht line Northwest to Southeast. Sightings were mostly of 
five to ten seconds duration indicating tremendous speed at a 

very hith altitude in conjunction with the angle and azimuth 


of observation and disappearance. 
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“Command through civilian sources with the reports-on the venayvio 
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of the object varying from nigh ane feast to low and slow. he reoori 
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have.been evaluated within the Alaskan Air Command aad no positive 
me al x : . ; . : 
! : eka of yang | ba 
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; tdeatification has been made. 
In accordance with current policy the tntormat iaqn received 
has been forwarded to? Headquarters, United States Air Force 
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